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INTRODUCTION
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Good evening and welcome to Saint Charles Borromeo Seminary for this, the third annual Foley Lecture in

Social Communications.

This series honors the legacy of Cardinal JOHN PATRICK FOLEY, a
native of Philadelphia and long-time President of the Pontifical
Council for Social Communications. In his work at the Vatican,
Cardinal Foley saw the world as “as an interconnected globe humming
with electronic transmissions — a chattering planet nestled in the
provident silence of space.” In that world he recognized and

championed the decisive importance of social communications as the
means for determining our culture.

We are blessed this evening to have as our lecturer one who keeps that humming globe and chattering
planet in motion, in terms of how the Church interacts with contemporary culture.

A priest in the Congregation of St. Basil, he holds advanced degrees in Sacred Scripture from Regis
College in Toronto, the Pontifical Biblical Institute in Rome, and the Ecole Biblique in Jerusalem.

For him, the hum of global transmissions first became a reality when he served for three years as
national director of World Youth Day and the visit of Pope John Paul II that took place in Toronto
in 2002.

Following that he founded the Salt & Light Catholic Media Foundation and still serves as its Chief
Executive Officer. As Canada’s first Catholic Television Network, and now reaching across
continents, Salt & Light TV plays a vital part in determining Catholic culture through the medium of
story-telling, with the aim of bringing people closer to Christ and to our faith.

But, since 2008 he hasn’t had much experience with what Cardinal Foley
described as the silence of space. That’s because he’s in constant connection
with Rome as a member of the staff of the Holy See Press Office. As an
official spokesperson, he brings news about Pope Francis and the Vatican to
the entire English-speaking world through his daily interactions with the

media.

Tonight we are honored that he has come here as the third John Cardinal Foley Lecturer. Please join
me in welcoming ... Fr. Thomas Rosica.
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